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ÁMarch 15, 1545 

ÁStarting point of education in Guatemala occurred 
through Bishop Marroquin. He wrote to the 
Catholic church arguing that boys were ready to 
study Latin. (Waggoner, 1975) 

ÁBy the end of 16th century- the variety of schools 
were conducted by Franciscans and the 
Dominicans. (Waggoner, 1975) 
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ÁGuatemala has had a variety of languages since the 
beginning of time. (Waggoner, 1975) 

Á In 1676 the University of San Carlos was founded. 

(Waggoner, 1975) 

Á In 1680 in an opening ceremony the professor of 
Cackchiquel spoke in his language, it is presumed that 
he discussed art and grammar. (Waggoner, 1975) 

ÁGuatemala has suffered from a weak education 
system and from incorporating the Indian population 
into the national life, education must take a major 
responsibility in order for assimilation to happen. 
(Waggoner, 1975) 

 



Á Literacy Rate: 70.6%  
Á Illiterate Population Over Age: 45% 
Á Illiterate Female Population Over Age 15: 52.9% 
Á Ages of Compulsory Education: 7 to 14 
Á Official Language: Spanish 60%, Amerindian Language s 40% 

ǐThere are 23 officially recognized Amerindian languages, 
including Quiche, Cakchiquel, Kekchi, Mam, Garifuna, and 
Xinca. 

Á Average  Years of School Attendance: 11 years 
ÁMale: 11 years 
ÁFemale: 10 years 
ǐAverage years of school attendance is the total number of 

years of schooling that a child can expect to receive, assuming 
that the probability of his or her being enrolled in school at any 
particular future age is equal to the current enrollment ratio at 
that age.  
 



ÁPrimary education is obligatory 
ÁAcademic freedom is guaranteed to all 

citizens 
ÁPrimary education offered by the state is 

free. 
ÁEveryone has the right to education 
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Á4 years in pre-school 
Á6 years in primary school  
Á3 years in secondary education 
Á2-3 years in high school depending on 

technical training. 
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ÁTypical school year runs from January through 
October. 

ÁPrimary education is divided in two cycles: 
Á1st cycle: works around themes such as- 
ǐWho am I? 
ǐMy community 
ǐMy country 

Á2nd cycle: works around areas such  
as- 
ǐLanguage  
ǐMathematics 
ǐNatural sciences 
ǐSocial studies 
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ÁSecondary education is divided in two cycles: 

Á1st cycle is based on theory and general 
knowledge. This cycle lasts 3 years. 

Á2nd cycle is based on practicum studies. It lasts 2-3 
years. At the end of this cycle, students are able to 
practice their profession and go to the University.  
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