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Greek Language History 
Å Greek  is a unique Indo-European language, native to the southern 

Balkan peninsula; it has the longest documented history of Indo -
European written records, spanning 34 centuries.  

 

Å In its ancient form, it is the language of classical Ancient Greek 
literature and the New Testament of the Christian Bible. Many 
modern scientific and technical words in English and other Western 
languages are derived from Greek, and it is estimated that 12 
percent of English vocabulary is of Greek origin.  

Å Proto-greek : Mycenaean (C. 1600ɬ1000 BC)   

Å Ancient Greek  (C. 1000ɬ330 BC) 

ï Dialects: Aeolic , Arcadocypriot , Attic -ionic, Doric, Locrian,Pamphylian ; Homeric 
Greek, possibly Macedonian. 

Å Koine  Greek  (C. 330 Bcɬ330)  

Å Medieval Greek  (330ɬ1453)  

Å Modern Greek  (From 1453) 

ï Dialects: Cappadocian, Cretan, Cypriot, Demotic, Griko , Katharevousa, Pontic, 
Tsakonian, Yevanic. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Proto-Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mycenaean_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Greek_dialects
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koine_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koine_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Koine_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Medieval_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Greek
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Varieties_of_Modern_Greek


Å In its modern form, it is the official language of Greece and Cyprus . 
 

Å Greek is a language distinguished by an extraordinarily rich vocabulary.   
 

Å It is written in the Greek alphabet, which has 24 letters: 
 

ɮ  ɰ  ɱ  ɲ  ɳ  ɵ  ɶ  ɸ  ɹ  ɼ  ɽ  ɾ  ɿ  ʀ  ʁ  ʃ  ʄ  ʅ  ʆ  ʇ  ʊ  ʋ  ʌ  ʍ  
ʰ  ̡   ɹ   ɻ   ʁ   y   ́   ̒   ̔   ˁ   ˂   ˃   ˄   ˅   ̌   ̄   ́   ̀   ̱   ˎ   ˒   ̝   ̞   ̟  

 
Å  It is spoken by a total of approximately 20 million people (first language for 

ca. 15 million), including minority and emigrant communities in numerous 
parts of the world including Albania, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bahamas, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Congo, Djibouti, Egypt, France, Georgia, Germany, 
Hungary, Italy, Jordan, Kazakhstan and the United States. 
 

Å In 2000, a total of 163,645 Greek-born immigrants took up residency in the 
U.S., predominantly in NY (35,980), NJ (18,360), IL (17,708), CA (13, 820), FL 
(9, 636), and PA (8,693.)   
 

Greek Language History 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyprus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_alphabet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alpha_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vita_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gamma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delta_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Epsilon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zeta_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eta_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iota
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kappa_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lambda
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mu_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nu_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Xi
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omicron
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pi_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rho_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigma_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ypsilon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phi_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Psi_(letter)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omega


Phonology 
Å Greeks have difficulty perceiving & pronouncing correctly many English sounds. Greek 

has a few sounds that English doesn't possess, and vice versa. Greeks have trouble with 
the "ch" and "djuh " sounds, and, especially, with the short 'i ' (as in 'thin').  

 

 To appreciate the phonological contrasts between Greek and English, please click on the this link 
(http://www.xanthi.ilsp.gr/filog/ch2/dial/dial2.asp ) and listen attentively to the Greek pronunciation 
of the native speakers. 

 
Å TRY TO NOTICE THE FOLLOWING CHARACTERISTIC DIFFERENCES: 

 

Å Stress & intonation patterns are very different.  
Å Greek intonation (high fall) v. English intonation (low rise) ɂmay sound abrupt 

and impolite.  
Å Greeks tend to speak at higher volume & on more uniform pitch level than English. 
Å Greek has less energetic articulation,  w/lax vowels, less lip-rounding & less 

spreading. 
Å Lack of contrast between weak and strong forms in natural speech as compared w/ 

English. 
Å Greek tends to have 1 stressed syllable in each word, unlike English. 
Å Greek has lack of elisions/assimilations-> sound slow, drawling, formal. 
Å Dipthongs tend to be articulated as 2 separate vowels pronounced in 2 syllables. 
Å Greek has syllable-timed rhythm ɂea. syllable has same duration. 

 
 

http://www.xanthi.ilsp.gr/filog/ch2/dial/dial2.asp


 
Idiosyncrasies of the Greek Alphabet (as related to English): 

 
Å ���‹�˜�…, ���† is pronounced V  

Å If you want to make a B sound you need to use �•�”  (m and p together)  

Å ���‘�Ž�›�Ž�1�.�þ�œ�•�•�“�‘ ���1�™ �•�˜�•�•�˜� �œ�1�…�1�˜�›�1�‰�1�’�•�1�’�œ�1�™�›�˜�—�˜�ž�—�Œ�Ž�•�1�•�•�1�û�•�‘�’�—�”�1�˜�•�1�’�•�1�Š�œ�1�Š�1�œ�˜�•�•�1�Ÿ�1�’�—�œ�•�Ž�Š�•�1�˜�•�1�Š�œ�1�Š�—�1���—�•�•�’�œ�‘�1�ž�ï�ü�1
���œ�•�•�“�‘ ���™ is said ee unless it is after a vowel when it becomes f  

 Actually, it is a bit more complicated than that. I suggest you link to this excellent interactive page on letter 
combinations at Filoglossia  for help w/ this  http://tinyurl.com/385m5k  

Å ���…�•�•�… ���‡ is not a straight g �. �’�•���œ�1gh �. you need to listen to a Greek person say it.  

Å ���½�•�˜�… ���ˆ  is more of a hard th than a d. A hard D is expressed with �‘�˜ 
Å Think of ���Æ�˜�… �	�Š as dz, not just z  

Å There are two forms of ���ß�‡�•�… ���1� �‘�Ž�—�1�’�•�1�’�œ�1�’�—�1�•�‘�Ž�1�•�˜� �Ž�›�1�Œ�Š�œ�Ž�ñ�1 

ï �—�1�’�œ�1�ž�œ�Ž�•�1�Š�—�¢� �‘�Ž�›�Ž�1�’�—�œ�’�•�Ž�1�•�‘�Ž�1� �˜�›�• 

ï �–�1�’�œ�1�ž�œ�Ž�•�1�Š�•�1�•�‘�Ž�1�Ž�—�•�1�˜�•�1�Š�1� �˜�›�•�ï�1���•�1�’�œ�1�•�‘�Ž�1�œ�Š�–�Ž�1�•�Ž�•�•�Ž�›�1�•�‘�˜�ž�•�‘�ï 

Å ���‘�Ž�›�Ž�1�Š�›�Ž�1�•� �˜�1�����œ�1�•�‘�˜�ž�•�‘�1�. ���•�•�Ž�•�“�‘ (���“ )and ���•�‰�‡�… (���• ) (as in R�“ck and R�• ll ) 

Å ���˜�—���•�1�‹�Ž�1�•�Ž�•�ž�•�Ž�•�1�‹�¢�1�•�‘�Ž�1�•�Š�Œ�•�1�•�‘�Š�•�1�’�—�1���—�•�•�’�œ�‘�1� �Ž�1�œ�Š�¢�1Sychology  for Psychology.  

Å Psi ���œ needs you to say the P in Psee 

Å Likewise Ksee ���’  �. say the K when it is at the beginning of a word  

Å For some obscure reason there are 5 ways of spelling the sound of English E:  

ï �‰�• �û�����ü�1�û�½�œ�•�•�“�‘ + �•�ñ�˜�…) 
ï �‹�1�û�
�ü�1�û�Æ�˜�…) 
ï �•�1�û���ü�1�û�•�ñ�˜�…) 
ï �™�1�û���ü�1�û�þ�œ�•�•�“�‘ ) 

ï �Š�—�•�1�œ�•�’�•�‘�•�•�¢�1�•�’�•�•�Ž�›�Ž�—�•�1�•�˜�›�1�Ž�1�Š�œ�1�’�—�1���Ž�•�•���1-- �‰�1�û���ü�1�û�½�œ�•�•�“�‘) 

Å �� �•�1�1���›  �û���ü���‘�’�1�’�œ�1Hchee �Š�œ�1�’�—�1���Œ�˜�•�•�’�œ�‘�1���•�˜�Œ�‘���1�. a bit of a monster I know - �•�›�¢�1�—�˜�•�1�•�˜�1�œ�™�’�•�ó�ï 

 


