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General Facts About Laos 

Capitol: Vientiane 

 

Population: Over 6,000,000 

 

Size: 236,800 Sq. Km.  

 

Religion: Buddhist 60%, Animist 40%,  

 

Languages: Lao, Hmong, Khmu, Lahu, 

Mien, Yao, Tibeto-Burman, Austronesia, 

French, Thai, and English 

 

Ethnicities: Lao Loum, Lao Theung, Lao 

Soung, Ethnic Vietnamese and Chinese 

 

 

  

http://maps.nationmaster.com/country/la 



The Language 

Ã Lao is derived from the Tai 

language.  The Tai language can 

be traced to southern China 

2000 years ago. 

Ã The Tai language expanded to 

Laos in the 12th century.   

Ã 14th Century Lan Xang Monarchs 

created the written language 

and used old Khmer script as a 

guide. 

Ã The writing system is also 

influenced by ancient Indo-Aryan 

Scripts. 

History History: The Writing System 


