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History 

Å Mandingo (also known as 
Mandinka) is spoken by almost 
two million people in parts of  
Senegal, Gambia, Chad, Mali, and 
Guinea. 

Å The Mandinka people form one of  
the largest groups in Africa. They 
are descendants of  the Empire of  
Mali (1230-1600), which rose to 
power under the rule of  the great 
Mandinka King, Sundiata Keita.  

Å 99% of Mandinka people are 
Muslim.  
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