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Map shows the region in which Marathi 

is the official language  (No author, 

UCLA Language Materials Project, 

2011). 

 

 



Marathi Overview 
�‡ Marathi is spoken by 70 million people as an L1 

and an additional 2 million people as an L2 ( 
UCLA Language Materials Project, 2011). 

 

�‡ It is spoken primarily in the Indian state of 
Maharashtra (where it is the official language of 
the state), but is also spoken in Israel and 
Mauritius (Ager, 2011). 

 

�‡ There are as many as 42 dialects of spoken 
Marathi. Key dialects include: Cochin, Dangii, 
Gawdi of Goa, Kasargod, Kisti, Kudali, Nagpuri, 
Marati, Malwany, and Varhadii (UCLA 
Language Materials Project, 2011).  

 

�‡ Marathi developed from Sanskrit and, thus, is 
closely related to Hindi and Punjabi. First 
records of Marathi date back to the 11th century 
(The Technology Group, 2008). 

The green area shows the state that 

speaks Marathi (The Technology Group, 

www.aboutworldlanguages.com 2008).  


