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~11 million speakers

Spoken in Serbia, Montenegro,
eastern parts of

Bosnia and Hercegovina
Three major dialects

A Ekavian (main dialect, spoken in
the capital Belgrade, basis of
standard Serbian)

A liekavian (spoken in western Serbia,
Bosnia and Hercegovina , Montenegro)

A lkavian (spoken in Croatia)

South -slavic sub-branch of the
Slavic branch of Indo -European
Related to Bulgarian,

Macedonian and Slovene

UCLA Langauge Materials Project: Serbian

,2012)
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Serbo-Croatian?
Politics and Language

Most academics and scholars
agree that one language is
spoken in Serbia, Croatia,
Montenegro, and Bosnia and
Hercegovina

Egon Fekete , a linguist in
Belgrade saysegtl I
more about politics than it is :
about | an Cueikaovie . &
Vezic, 2009)

.
A l.’

Main differences between
Serbian and Croatian languages
are lexical
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Both Croatia and Serbia have
language policies that include
creation of nation -specific new
lexical items

(Krebs -Lazendic , 2008)

CC license Flickr Pray4Serbia: http://www.flickr.com/photos/pray4serbia/4372657786
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Television programs and movies
are shown in the original
language, subtitled

Provides exposure to English for
learners while still in country
(usually American English)
American music, video games,
and sports (basketball) are
popular and provide exposure

to American English and culture
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Krebs -Lazendic (2008) and |.
St oj an (ersonal
communication, April 3, 2010).

CC license fromk Flickr arcsi: http://www.flickr.com/photos/arcsi/2551067039/

(Tesla, , 2012)
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Latin T very rare in modern languages
Synchronic digraphia (White, 2006)
A 1:1 correspondence between sounds and letters
A 1:1 correspondence between Latin and Cyrillic alphabets
Alls ep 65 pEEel e Epee
A Official government documents are in Cyrillic (2006 Constitution)

Learners who prefer Cyrillic may have handwriting
that is more difficult to read in English | L. 5L o] and
(personal communication, April 3, 2010).]
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Serbian English

25 consonants 24 consonants
5 vowels 12 vowels (+/ -)
3 genders 0 genders
2 numbers 2 numbers
(singular/plural) Verbs agree in person,
Case, grammatical number
gender, number SVO

marked on noun
SVO (subject 1 verb 1
object word order)
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