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Translation:

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They
are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood(Article 1 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights)

*In the United States, classes are offered on the Wolof language. Some
of these classes can be found at the Language Resource Center at
Columbia University.
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A Wolof dialects vary between countries and the rural and urban areas.

For example:

oDakWworl of 6 i s an urban mi xture of
English. This dialect is spoken in Dakar, the capitol of Senegal

A Some dialects includdBaol, Cayor, Dyolof, Lebou, and Jander

A There is not a huge difference found by the dialectal differences.
Although some variations are more evident such as the Wolof of urban
Inhabitants and the conservative dialects spoken in the counsige.



Rhythm and Stress

Language is syllable timed and in Wolof, there is stress put on the first
syllable. When learning English, this syllabl&med speech affects
their rhythm.

Intonation

There is some difficulty grasping the fact that in English there are
different tones that we use to convey different meanings. They have
difficulty with changing their voice for yes/no questions, askingvh-
guestions, etc.



Vowels

There is some confusion with learning vowels that leads to some pronunciation
errors in English.

A Some vowels sound identical and can be confused. For example: (ship & sheep),
(bed & bird), (pull & pool).

A Most vowels are pronounced short and this leads to some confusion between
voiced and voiceless consonants.

Consonants

There is also some confusion with learning consonants that leads to some errors in
English.

A Some consonants are confused and therefore words are not pronounced
correctly. For example: (day & they), (grass & glass), (rope &robe)



Verbs

A

Tenses such as present tense, past tense, and future tense are of
secondary importance in Wolof. They play almost no role. The
action Is from the speakero6s po
(finished) or oi mperfectiveo (s
place in the past, present, or future.

Therefore use of these tenses causes many mistakes.

Example: +H GRHV Q- -W .JRH \&6 MWGRQ WE KFFDRPG1 E D F N



