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India  
· Location: Southern Asia, bordering the 

Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. 

· Size: Seventh largest country in the world 
(3,287,263 sq km). 

· Population: 1,205,073,612 (July 2012 est.).  
Second largest in the world. 

· Climate: tropical monsoon in the south to 
temperate in the north with deserts in 
the west. 

· Language: more than 14 official languages 
(Hindi 41%, Bengali 8.1%, Telugu 7.2%, 
Marathi 7%, Tamil 5.9%, Urdu 5%, Gujarati 
4.5%, Kannada 3.7%, Malayalam 3.2%, 
Oriya 3.2%, Punjabi 2.8%, Assamese 1.3%, 
Maithili 1.2%, other 5.9%) 

· Religion: Hindu 80.5%, Muslim 13.4%, 
Christian 2.3%, Sikh 1.9%, other 1.8%, 
unspecified 0.1% 

 

 
(Flaitz, 2006; CIA, 2012) 



India  
· Ethnicity: Indo-Aryan 72%; 

Dravidian 25%; Mongoloid and 
other 3% (2000). 

· Population Distribution: 28% 
urban, 72% rural (2003) 

· Population below Poverty Line: 
29.8% (2010 est.) 

· Life Expectancy:  Total 
Population 64.7; men 63.9; 
women 65.6 (2006). 

· Literacy Rate: Total Population 
59.5%; men 70.2%; women 
48.3%. 

· School Life Expectancy:  Total  
10 years, male11 years, female 
10 years (2007). 

 

 

 

 

(Flaitz, 2006; CIA, 2012) 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/photo_gallery/in/images/large/IN_003_large.jpg


India  

·Indiaõs form of government is federal republic. 

·Indiaõs Muslim and Hindu populations have historically 

been in conflict with one another. 

ƁEventually two separate countries received 

independence: Pakistan (1940) and Bangladesh (1971). 

·Fundamental concerns in India, despite impressive gains 

in economic investment and output:  

ƁMassive overpopulation. 

ƁEnvironmental degradation. 

ƁExtensive poverty. 

ƁEthnic and religious strife. 

ƁOngoing dispute with Pakistan over Kashmir. 

 

 
(Flaitz, 2006; CIA, 2012) 



Education in India  

· School year for primary to secondary schools usually go from July 
to March. University goes from July to April. 

ƁGrades 1-4 goes from 7:00AM to 1:00PM 

ƁGrades 5-10 goes from 11:00AM to 5:00PM 

· On average, school is compulsory till age 14 though not all areas 
follow. 

· English is compulsory from grades 6-10. 

· Pre-service training for teachers is excellent, but the financial 
compensation is low and depends on the school one teaches. 

· Government-controlled syllabus and textbooks stay the same over 
periods of ten or more years. 

ƁTeachers may become bored, lose enthusiasm and stop preparing for 
class. 

· India has invested significant attention and resources to build and 
upgrade schools and curricula. 

ƁIlliteracy, majority in females, remains a problem in India despite 
governmentõs efforts. 

ƁNational Policy on Education tries to address these issues. 

(Flaitz, 2006) 



Education in India  
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Curriculum  
Statistics Based  

on Jeffra Flaitz  

Pre-Primary 54% 53% N/A Å82% of primary school age 

children are enrolled. 

Å67.9% of pupils reach Grade 

5. 

ÅThe average Indian adult has 

5.1 years of schooling. 

Å43.6%of primary school 

students are female. 

Å39% of primary school-age 

girls are not enrolled. 

Å39.6% of secondary school 

students are female. 

Å10.5% of eligible population 

are enrolled in post-

secondary. 

Primary 

(Grades 1-5) 

94% 97% Languages, Mathematics, 

social sciences, science, 

health, physical education, 

and art 

Middle  

(Grades 6-8) 

N/A N/A Same as above and 

English. 

Secondary  

(Grades 9-10 

or 12) 

49% 59% Chemistry, Biology, physics, 

algebra, geometry,  calculus, 

history, geography,  English, 

local regional language, and 

one other language. 

Post-

Secondary 

Bachelorõs, masterõs, and 

doctoral degrees. 

(Flaitz, 2006) 



Education in India  
Urban Public Schools  

· Education is subsidized. 

· Bare minimum of facilities.  

· Students receive instruction in local 

languages. 

· Students sit 3-5 on a backless bench. 

 

Rural Schools  

· Education is subsidized. 

· Bare minimum of facilities.  

· Students receive instruction in local 

languages. 

· Students may not have tables and 

benches, may sit or squat on the 

floor. 

Semi-Private Schools  

· Curriculum and fees are 

controlled by the government. 

· Administration has some 

autonomy. 

· Class size ranges from 40 to 80 

students. 
 

Private Schools  

· Better equipped. 

· Medium of instruction is in 

English. 

· Fees are high. 

Click on òIndiaó ***VIDEO: Public Schools verses Private Schools in India *** 

(Flaitz, 2006) 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjzUUGn5dHY


Education in India  

·Classroom Set-Up: 

ƁTeacherõs desk and chair sit on a raised platform at the front of 
the class. 

ƁMaps and posters do not usually adorn the walls of the 
classroom.  
¶Alphabet and number lines displayed at the primary level. 

¶Scientific charts and studentsõ artwork may be placed on the walls at 
both levels (primary and secondary. 

ƁMost classrooms have a blackboard and chalk. 

ƁInstructional technology is generally not available in schools due 
to electricity being unreliable or nonexistent. 

ƁSchools are not air-conditioned. 

·Teachers are highly respected in India even more than 
parents. 

·Students may hold respect for teachers but may at the same 
time fear them since they are taught by parents to obey the 
teacher at all times. 

(Flaitz, 2006) 


