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Lao People s Democratic 

Republic  

Å Population:  6,201,000  

(as of  2010) 
 

ÅPresident:  

Choummaly Sayasone 
 

ÅLand Area:  

89, 112 square miles 
 

ÅCapital and Largest City: 

Vientiane 

Lao PDR is landlocked in Southeast Asia, bordered by 

Burma and China to the northwest, Vietnam to the 

east, Cambodia to the south and Thailand to the west. 

Source: Unicef, 2003 



 

ÅVery difficult questions to answer! 

ÅThere are up to 49 ethnic groups in Lao PDR 

ÅLack of  research makes it difficult to estimate how many 

ethnic groupsé possibly ranges from 49 to 230! 

ÅTherefore, it is difficult to generalize about Laotian 

culture because there are a wide variety of  backgrounds 

ÅSocioeconomic, ethnic, regional 

ÅMost first hand accounts of  Laotian culture are more what 

happened in ones own household rather than in all of  Lao 

PDR. 

 

 

The Who? What? and Why?   

of Laotian Culture  

Source: Cincotta, 2006 



Å72.7% of  adults and 83.9% of  youth are literate  

ÅOverall 68.73%  literacy rate  

 (people 15 years old and above who can, with 
understanding, read and write a short, simple 
statement about their everyday lives.) 

 

Poverty level  
(according to NationMaster.com,  

World Bank 2002)  

Literacy Rates (according to UNESCO, 2012)   

Å26.3% of the population lives 

below the poverty line (on less 

than $1 per day) 

 



Å1975 Communist takeover in Laos led many 

Laotians to flee to refugee camps 

ÅMany refugees first entered into Thailand camps 

ÅRefugees arriving in the United States after 1985 

may have been in refugee camps for up to 14 years  

(Bounkeo et al., 1989) 

 

ÅThey moved to the US as a secondary migration  (Schram, 

1993) 

Refugee s  


