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SWelis alanguage spoken in Ghana, Togo and the
Bgion East of the Volta River. The total speakers are
OVETISHTIIIon, with 500,000 second language speakers

snguagesEamily Niger-Congo, Atlantic-Congo

Volta-Niger

Ghe
we
Writing system Latin alphabet

. ' guage resources WIKIPEDIA 2011

— P

Ewe |3

Front Back Close .

Close-mic
———y

=


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Front_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Back_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close-mid_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close-mid_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Close-mid_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-mid_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-mid_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open-mid_vowel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_vowel
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http://www.omniglot.com/copyright.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/copyright.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/aboutme.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/aboutme.htm

Ghana
Wikipedia



PRAGMATICS

nton. 1he Ewe language uses
phrases of overt
oliteness, such as
Please” and Thank
*you.” A common,
friendly greeting
= Huitiéme: tantangy. fexte.n.ded to an
'@ Neuvieme: tennegp. individual of a
= Dixieme: wogp. European descent is
“White person.”

me: ayizeng).
leme: tenweg).



Communication Styles

s tend to generally embrace strangers
aking people are sometimes going
n the expat would feel

ms of eye contact, people in Ghana will
ally not look straight into another person’s
when communicating since doing so is

\ imes interpreted as rude

- This is especially true when one is
communicating with an elderly person or a
superior (remember, our society is hierarchical).



, it is common among very close friends
er to make a point during conversation

hen an elder is talking to a

sually use a lot of hand gestures when speaking

isplays of affection are not common in Ghana.
ill generally not kiss, hug and embrace in public



ssues of Ewe Speakers when
Learning English

anguage with four tones: a rising

1 acute accent (¢), a falling tone

Y a g cent (e), a falling-rising tone
ced by a caron a e), and a rising-falling
-marked by circumflex accent (¢). However
1es are not always marked.

> (~) indicates a nasal.



morphology

form of Gbe languages is commonly

(C3), meaning that there at least has to be
here are various possible

nts (C;-3). The V position may be
by a syllabic nasal. It is also
cation of the tone. While virtually any consonant can
in the C; position, there exist several restrictions on

of consonants that can occur in the C, and C;

ons. In general, only may occur as
ile only nasals occur in the C; position.

for example no subject-verb whatsoever
in Gbe, no agreement, and no inflection of nouns for
number. The Gbe languages make extensive use of a rich
system of tense/aspect markers.



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syllable
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liquid_consonants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agreement_(linguistics)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender_(linguistics)

~ grammar

d order of Gbe clauses is

Subie , except in the

se and some related

tructions. The Gbe languages, notably

on and Anlo, played a role in the genesis
eral creole languages —

Creol - for example is classifiable as having a
.1 vocabulary with the syntax of a Gbe
language

TE



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subject_Verb_Object
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caribbean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haitian_Creole
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haitian_Creole
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/French_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gbe_languages

ample text in Ewe

betowo kata ablodeviwoe eye

ple gomekpokpo sosoe. Susu

0 dometo desiade si eyata
1 le dekawowo blibo me.

human beings are born free and equal in
ity and rights. They are endowed with
and conscience and should act towards
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.

(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights)



TONES

are . In general, they
High (H), Mid (M?, and Low (L), of
, not Phonemical y contrastive. Thus,
asic tonemes of re 'High' and 'Non-High', where
igh toneme may be realised as High or Rising and the
igh toneme may be realised as Low or Mid. The tones
are often affected by the of the
tem. The of this consonant affects the
ation of the Non-High toneme roughly as follows: If
sonant is a voiced , the Non-High toneme is
d as Low (e-da 'snake') and if the consonant is a
voiceless obstruent or a , the Non-High toneme is
realised as Mid ﬁém_é 'person', &-f1 'mouse'). The consonants
that induce tonal alternations in this way are sometimes
called depressor consonants.

lowe

e



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonal_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Consonant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Phonation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Obstruent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sonorant

VOCABULARY

bas to be soft,
easy
fa to be cold,
cool
- tri to be
~ thick
to be shprt, @ xodzo tobehot, to
low (height, be many ("to
- length, or receive fire")

time) @ sogbo  to beenough

e to be strong,
difficult, hard



JO0W to make questions

apanese in the use of suffixes to

awasenseides  (affirmative)

wa sensei des ka?  (interrogative)

| 'the tree is tall” (afirmative)
1 Ati la kda? 'Is the tree tall?’(interrogative)



GION

Phla-Phera Fon
Alada
Hwe
(@S
Peci

Aveno

axwe Maxi Ve
e Weme Be Tofin

Toli Fodome
. Wance Xwla

tion of Gbe varieties (Capo 1986)



RESOURCES

Internet Sites

ot: Writing Systems & Languages of the World.

On Language And Development In Africa:
etrieved from:
http://www.ghana .om/GhanaHor

093). LanguagemWIitics : An interplay on the
aian languages. Retrieved :
http://www.af

al Learning. (2009). Cultural information: Ghana. Retrieved
http:

(n.d.). guages of the world: Ewe. Retrieved from:


http://www.omniglot.com/
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/features/artikel.php?ID=19656
http://www.africa.upenn.edu/K-12/Study_16156.html
http://www.africa.upenn.edu/K-12/Study_16156.html
http://www.africa.upenn.edu/K-12/Study_16156.html
http://www.intercultures.ca/cil-cai/ci-ic-eng.asp?iso=gh
http://www.intercultures.ca/cil-cai/ci-ic-eng.asp?iso=gh
http://www.intercultures.ca/cil-cai/ci-ic-eng.asp?iso=gh
http://www.intercultures.ca/cil-cai/ci-ic-eng.asp?iso=gh
http://www.intercultures.ca/cil-cai/ci-ic-eng.asp?iso=gh
http://www.intercultures.ca/cil-cai/ci-ic-eng.asp?iso=gh
http://www.intercultures.ca/cil-cai/ci-ic-eng.asp?iso=gh
http://www.geonames.de/alphce.html

SOURCES

e contact phenomena in Togo: A case study of
etrieved from:
www.lingref.com/cpp/aca

n Wik ieved from:
en.wikipedia be_langusa

we. Retrieved from:
www.gha

ycalisation wiki. (2009) Information on Ewe (also known as

g system. Retrieved from:
http: .pa

Wikipedia.(2012). Ghana [Map], Retrieved from:


http://www.lingref.com/cpp/acal/37/paper1593.pdf
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gbe_languages
http://www.ghanaweb.com/GhanaHomePage/tribes/ewe.php
http://www.panafril10n.org/pmwiki.php/PanAfrLoc/Gbe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghana
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