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German Language

Writing System:

i

Where Spoken (.

The earliest known examples of written German date from the
8th century AD and consist of fragments of an epic poem, the
Song of Hildebrandmagical charms and German glosses in
Latin manuscripts. A short LatinGerman dictionary, the ..
Abrogans was written during the 760s. {"

i
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German has about 121 million speakers itermany, Austria,
Switzerland, Lichtenstein, Belgium, Italy , France, Denmark,
Poland, Hungary, Romania, Russia, Ukraine, Luxembourg,
Czech Republic, Slovakia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, the USA,

Canada, Brazil, Argentina, Paraguay, Australia, South Africa and
Namibia.



Regional Varieties
Low, Middle, and High German

Like English,German is a pluricentric language with three main areas of usage (Austria,
Germany, and Switzerland).

x Low German (north of theBenrath line) did not take part in the second vowel change in 7th
and 8th century A.D. The second vowel change affected esp. German conson@ntand k
which were transformed to pf/f, ts/s and ch.

Examples:
English: to sit German: sitzen Low German: sitten
English: to make German: machen Low German: maken

(NeuschwansteinCastle, www.castles.org 2000)

Low German often shares more characteristics with Dutch and English

x Middle German is spoken in the southern portion of Germany and High German is spoken in
Austria.

x  Switzerland developed its own local dialects of the vernacular Swiss /German which is
unintelligible even to Germans and Austrians.

Other interesting facts:

Historically and linguistically, standard German is a mixture oMiddle Germanand High
German(i.e. most Austrian dialects). It did not develop out of one regional dialect but was
artificially created by poets, philosophers and scholars.



http://www.deutsch-lernen.com/learn-german-online/german_language.htm
http://www.deutsch-lernen.com/learn-german-online/german_language2.htm
http://www.deutsch-lernen.com/learn-german-online/german_language2.htm
http://www.deutsch-lernen.com/learn-german-online/german_language2.htm

Varieties of German used in writing

High German (Hochdeutsch)

High German began to emerge as the standard literary
language during the 16th century. Martin Luther's translation

of the Bible, which he completed in 1534, marks the beginning
of this process. The language he used, based partly on spoken
German, became the model for written German.

Swiss German (Schweizerdeutsch or Schwyzerdutsch)

A variety of German spoken by about 4 million people In
Switzerland, occasionally appears in writing in novels,
newspapers, personal letters and diaries.

o Regional dialects of German, dvlundarten, also occasionally
appear in writing; mainly in 'folk' literature and comic books
such as Asterix.



Linguistic features of English that present
most difficulty for Germans

German and English phonological system are similar
which makes it easier to learn.
x Phonemes There are 25 phonemes compared to 44 in English

x Grammar Points German language is similar to English in that
the word order Is subject + verb + other element:

Och sehedichdd j ¢) OAA Ul O8ec
x However Germans like to begin a sentence with something
other than the subject so it is important to remember that no

matter how the sentence order changes, the verb is always in
second place.

x German accents include precise articulation and a different
Intonation including short stops before initial vowels and a
lower pitch. Also, some compound word groups have stress
on the first word unlike English. |




http://www.flickr.com/photos/frankinho/3
936853598/sizes/z/in/photostream/

German speakers make the same spelling errors as
other English learners by substituting German
letters for English sounds.

a raund (round) abaut (about) wery (very)
Also, nouns are written with capital letters:
u He sold his Bike to a Student.

German language has gender. Nouns and pronouns
are masculine, feminine or neuter.
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