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General Introduction 

ÅOfficial Language of India 

ÅLanguage Family: Indo-Aryan 

ÅKey Dialects: Hindustani, Urdu, Khari Boli 

(Sarhindi/Standard Hindi), etc 

ÅDescendent of Sanskrit 

ÅWritten in the Devanagari script 

ÅSecond most widely spoken language in the world 

 
(The UCLA Language Materials Project)  



Linguistic Features  

Translation 
All human beings are born 
free and equal in dignity 
and rights. They are 
endowed with reason and 
conscience and should act 
towards one another in a 
spirit of brotherhood. 
(Article 1 of the Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights)  

Hindi poem about Christmas 

(www.4to40.com/poems/index.asp?id=61, 2012) 
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 Phonology 

Å10 vowels and 33 consonants 

ÅAspiration minimally differentiating 
words from structurally similar 
words 

ÅNasalization serving a 
morphological role in the language 

ÅRetroflex articulations existing 

ÅMain stress on the heaviest syllable 
of the word (The UCLA Language Materials Project)  



Grammar 

V Word order: subject-object-verb 

V Verbs inflected for number, gender, tense, aspect and honorifics(e.g., intimate, 
familiar, respect) 

V Using postposition vs. preposition in English 

V Three cases for nouns: Direct case, Oblique case and Vocative case 

V Split ergativity: verbs agreeing with the object 

V Two grammatical genders, masculine and feminine, no neutral it 

V Three aspects: habitual (imperfect), progressive (continuous) and perfective 

V Four simple tenses: present, past, future (presumptive), and subjunctive 

V Two numbers: singular and plural 

V Pronoun: two forms of second pronoun you ς one formal and one informal; third 
person for one gender only 

V No definite article (the) 

V Concept of punctuation  
 
 
 (Understanding Your Refugee and Immigrant Students, Jerrra Flaitz, 2006; The 

UCLA Language Materials Project)  



Nonverbal Communication 

Å Greeting by pressing both palms together and bowing slightly 

Å Favoring an indirect style of communication over direct 

Å LƴŘƛŎŀǘƛƴƎ άȅŜǎέ ōȅ ǿŀƎƎƛƴƎ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǎƛŘŜ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ƴƻŘŘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŘƻǿƴΦ 

Å Comfortable amount of personal space during conversations generally about 3 or 3 ½ feet apart 

Å Sustained eye contact is not generally the norm 

Å Inappropriate to touch on the top of the head 

Å Impolite to pass or accept food with the left hand 

Å CŜŜǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƻǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ 

Å Rude to point with chin 

Å /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ ǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ƻƴŜΩǎ ƘƛǇǎ 

Å Rude to whistle or wink at another person 

(Understanding Your Refugee and Immigrant Students, Jerrra Flaitz, 2006; Culture 
Crossing - A community built to cross-cultural etiquette & understanding) 


