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Where Indonesian is Spoken and 
Who Speaks It 

Â 35,000,000 people speak it as their first language, and 150,000,000 people 
speak it as their second language.  It is the official language of Indonesia, but 
many other countries speak it as well.  This includes the Netherlands, 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Singapore, and even the U.S! 
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A description of the Indonesian Language 
Â Indonesian belongs to the 

�³�$�X�V�W�U�R�Q�H�V�L�D�Q�´���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���I�D�P�L�O�\���� 
Â It is a creole and has the influence 

of the following languages: all the 
Malaysian dialects, Polynesian, 
Sundanese, Madunese, and 
Javanese.   

 
Â Indonesian was declared the 

official language of Indonesia in 
1945 and is very close to Malay. 

Â In 1972, the president of 
Indonesia made several changes 
to some spellings of different 
sounds. Diagram to the right.  

 
Â Click on the speaker to hear what 

Indonesian sounds like.  It 
�W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�V���L�Q�W�R���³�$�O�O���K�X�P�D�Q���E�H�L�Q�J�V��
are born free and equal in dignity 
and rights. They are endowed 
with reason and conscience and 
should act towards one another in 
�D���V�S�L�U�L�W���R�I���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�K�R�R�G�´ 


