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ÅItalian is the official language of Italy 

 

ÅñItalian is spoken by around 58 million people in Italy, 

24,000 in San Marino, 840,000 in Switzerland, and 

approximately 5 million in North and South America. 

Traces can be found in Libya and Somalia as well, both 

former coloniesò (aboutworldlanguage.com). 

 

ÅñItalian is considered one of the most romantic and 

melodic languages in the history of the worldò 

(Whalling). 

 

ÅClassified as one of the Romance languages in the 

family of Indo-European languages. 

 

ÅOriginally derived from the Latin language. 

 

ÅClosely related to Spanish, Portuguese and French 

 

ÅWide variety of dialects. 

 

 

(Kwintessential) 

(www.cia.gov, 2012) 

http://www.cia.gov/


(http://www.lifeinitaly.com, 2012) 

ñThere are two major groups of 

Italian dialects, excepting the 

Sardinian group which is 

considered another language 

entirely. These two groups are 

separated by the Spezia-Rimini 

line, named for the two cities 

near which it passes; the line 

runs east-west across the 

peninsula, for the most part 

following the border between 

Tuscany and Emilia-Romagna, 

then cutting into the Marches. 

Above the divide lie the Northern 

(Septentrionale) dialects; below 

it the Central-Southern (Centro-

Meridionale) dialectsò 

(evolpub.com). 




