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· Nepali is the national language of 
Nepal. 

· Spoken by 11 million people in 
Nepal, 6 million people in India and 
156,000 in Bhutan. 

· Nepali has several names, Nepali is 
used by English speakers, Gorkhali 
ȰÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 'ÕÒËÈÁÓȱ ÁÎÄ 
0ÁÒÂÁÔÉÙÁ Ȱ ÔÈÅ ÌÁÎÇÕÁÇÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÍÏÕÎÔÁÉÎÓȱȢ 

· Three major dialects: eastern, 
central and western. 

 (About World Languages, 2008) 

 

 

 

(No author, Lonely Planet, 2011) 



·The Nepali alphabet is called Devnagari. There are 36 consonants 
and 12 vowels in the Nepali Language. 

·Nepali writing does not use capital letters. 
·The direction of writing is from left to right in horizontal lines.  
 (Swan and Smith 2001,  Nepali children in Hampshire schools, 2008) 

      
 

 
 

(No author,Wikispaces,2011) 



 

·Hello/Goodbye  (namaste) 

·How are you? (tapaaii/timi lai kasto cha?) 

·Welcome  (swagatam) 

·(Ï× ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÓÁÙȣȢÉÎ .ÅÐÁÌÉȩ ɉËÅ ÔÁÐÁÉÎ ÎÅÐÁÌÉÍÁȣÌÁÉ ËÁÓÁÒÉ 
bhannu hunchha) 

·Please say that again (pheri bhannus) 

·Have a nice day  (subha din) 

 
(Ager, 2008) 



Vowels 

·There are 12 vowels in Nepali as compared to 22 vowels 
in English. 

·One vowel confusion is /e/ and /a/ in the words such 
as said and sad.  

·Other vowel sounds that are difficult in English are 
/ay/, /i/, /oy/, /u/, /or/ and / oa/.  

Consonants 
·Consonants /p/, /t/, /k/ are pronounced without 

aspiration in all position in words such as the /p/ in pit 
is the same as the word spit.  

 

 

 



·4ÈÅ ȾÄȾ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÔÈÅ ȾÔÈȾ ÆÏÒ ȰÔÈÅÍȱ ×ÈÉÃÈ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ 
ÐÒÏÎÏÕÎÃÅÄ ȰÄÅÍȢȱ  

·Other sounds in which these learners might have difficulty 
differentiating between/v/ and/w/, /s/ and /sh/, /t/ and 
/th/.  

·R, h, ed and s are often pronounced  when they are seen 
written.  

(Swan and Smith 2001, Nepali children in Hampshire schools, 2008) 

 



·The rise of tone that we use in English to ask questions 
is used to express surprise in Nepali. 

·Stress is on the first syllable of words which gives 
ÓÐÅÅÃÈ Á ȰÓÉÎÇ ÓÏÎÇȱ ÐÁÔÔÅÒÎȢ 

· A final vowel or an ending may be added to a noun to 
make it plural.   

·Most masculine nouns do not make a change to form a 
plural which causes confusion with English plurals. 

 
(Swan and Smith, 2001) 

 



·0ÒÅÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÃÏÍÅ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÕÎ ÆÏÒ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ȰÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÂÏØȱ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ȰÂÏØ ÉÎȱ 

·To make a negative statement, Nepalese people use the 
×ÏÒÄ ȰÎÏȱ ÏÒ ȰÎÏÔȱ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ Á ÖÅÒÂȢ 

·The words would, could, can, shall, should and will do 
not exist in the Nepalese language 

·Verbs are usually placed at the end of a sentence. 

·!ÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÄÉÆÆÉÃÕÌÔ ÔÏ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄȢ &ÒÅÑÕÅÎÔÌÙȟ ȰÔÈÅȱ ÉÓ 
ÏÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÁÎÄ ȰÏÎÅȱ ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÁÓ ÁÎ ÉÎÄÅÆÉÎÉÔÅ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅȢ 

(Swan and Smith, 2001, Nepali children in Hampshire schools, 2008) 

 

 

 



 

Some vocabulary words have been borrowed from 

British English. 

For example: 

Hotal which looks like the word hotel  

mean cafés and restaurants 

Furlong means a race track 

Roof means a ceiling 

 
(Swan and Smith 2001) 

 

 



·Ȱ0ÒÏÎÏÕÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÕÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÖÁÒÉÏÕÓ ÌÅÖÅÌÓ ÏÆ 
politeness depending on gender, number, distance and 
ÓÔÁÔÕÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎȢȱ ( About World Languages, 2008) 

·Ȱ$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÃÏÎÖÅÒÓÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÔÈÅ .ÅÐÁÌÅÓÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÁÓË 
ÐÅÒÓÏÎÁÌ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÉÃÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÏÓÓÅÓÓÉÏÎÓȢȱ 
(Landers and Grossman, n.d.) 

·.ÅÐÁÌÅÓÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÓÁÙ ȰÎÏȱ ÒÉÇÈÔ Á×ÁÙȢ  4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÎÏȱ ÉÓ 
considered to be very rude. Nepalese people will usually 
ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ  ȰÙÅÓȱ ÊÕÓÔ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÐÏÌÉÔÅȢ ɉ,ÁÎÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÏÓÓÍÁÎȟ 
n.d.) 

 

 



·Nenglish  is words or phrases that have been 
influenced by the English and Nepali Languages. 

·One example of a word used in the Nenglish  language 
ÉÓ ȰdaduȱȢ  4ÈÉÓ ×ÁÓ ÔÁËÅÎ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÄÁÄȱ 
and it has the same meaning in Nenglish. 

·Ȱ.Ïȩȱ ÉÎ Nenglish ÉÓ ÕÓÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ×ÁÙ ÁÓ ȰÉÓÎȭÔ ÉÔȩȱ 
in English 

·4ÈÅ ×ÏÒÄ ȰÔÙÐÉÃÁÌȱ ÉÎ %ÎÇÌÉÓÈ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÈÅ ÏÐÐÏÓÉÔÅ ÉÎ 
Nenglish 

(Rai, 2006) 

 



· It is offensive to touch a Nepali student on the head or shoulders. 
Some people believe it is the resting place of the gods.  

·.ÅÐÁÌÉ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÎÏÔ ÁÎÓ×ÅÒ Á ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒȭÓ ÑÕÅÓÔÉÏÎÓ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÌÙȢ  )Ô 
is seen as disrespectful to do so. 

· It is considered rude for Nepali children to look you in the eye. 

·Nepali children like to wrestle and play rough. 
( Nepali children in Hampshire schools, 2008) 

 

 

 

 



·0ÏÉÎÔÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÒ ÆÉÎÇÅÒ ÁÔ ÓÏÍÅÏÎÅ ÍÅÁÎÓ Ȱ7ÁÉÔ ÁÎÄ ) ÈÁÖÅ 
ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÁÇÁÉÎÓÔ ÙÏÕȦȱ ɉ,ÁÎÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÏÓÓÍÁÎȟ ÎȢÄȢɊ 

·Ȱ!ÖÏÉÄ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÏÒ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÙ ÉÔÅÍ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕÒ ÌÅÆÔ ÈÁÎÄȢ 4ÈÅ 
ÌÅÆÔ ÈÁÎÄ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ ÕÓÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÔÏÉÌÅÔ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅÓȢȱ ɉ,ÁÎÄÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ 
Grossman, n.d.) 
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