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SIGN 

LANGUAGE  

(http://en.wikipedia.org , 2012) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/


È a formal language employing a system of hand 
gestures for communication (as by the deaf) 

     -Merriam Webster  

È Not a universal language, over a hundred 
versions throughout the world  

È Used by the deaf communities 

ÁThey see themselves as people first, deaf second 

 



È Considered its own language 

È Gestures represent phrases 

È American Sign Language (ASL) has no written 
form  

È Use normal tone of voice to communicate with 
a user of sign language 
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È People who use ASL are straightforward with 
what they are trying to say  

È Read body language before words 

È Oral language is difficult, visual language 
doesnõt process the same as oral language 

È When signing the most important part of what 
is being said comes first 

È Use non manuals 

ÁFacial Expressions, lip reading, head tilts, shoulder 
raising, and raised/lowered eybebrows 
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