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. Language Family-Kiadlali
. Tonal Language

- SVO Language

. Isolating Language

. Alphabet
. Based on Old Khmer
. Devised in 1283 A.D.

- 44 Consonants (21 Phoner

- 15Vowel Symbols
. Written 1A R, No Spaces

Kradai Languages

http://frontiers-of-anthropology.blogspot.com/2011/10/from-

neolithic-to-modern-times-in.html
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Major Dialects

Central Thal
High Prestige

Medium of Education and Medig |
About 65m Speakers

Northeastern (Isaan) Dialect
Almost Identical to Lao
About 15m Speakers

Southern Dialect
About 5m Speakers

Northern (Lanna) Dialect IR | b
About 6m Speakers S ) e
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Registers

nformal/Spoken

. Formal/Written

- Rhetorical

- Religious (Pali, Sanskrit)
- Royal (Khmer)

- Function words, pronouns, and grammar vary from
register to register.




Pronunciation: Single Consonants

Consonants

e
___IIIL_IMME

1§l 1z
1yl sl

English: v/ 16/ 10/

Thai approximation: /w/  /t//s/  [d/ It/ Is/

(Swan, 2001, p. 345)

. The shaded phonemes above
occur in Thai. The unshaded
phonemes are problematic.

- The phonemic changes in the
box to the right are often
transferred into English.

Thai letter English initial sound English final sound
9 j t
n ch t
k] ch t
ol ch t
9 d t
1 dt t
A d t
12 dt t
¥ s t
f s t
H s t
L’ y n
b r n
3 1 n
W 1 n
n g k
U b p

(James, 2001, p. 153)
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Pronunciation: Consonant Clusters

Deletion

- [I] and [r] are often dropp
from initial consonant clusit
- Only the first phoneme o
final consonant cluster is
pronounced.

Epenthesis
- [a] I1s often added to split

consonant clusters that do
not occur in Thali.

COMPOUND CONSONANTS

There are 13 compound consonants in Thai in which both consonants are sounded.
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Thai letters English sound Thai example

English Meaning

ns
V5
A3
na
va
Aa
a
A3
15
NS
P
V)
7

gkr
kr
kr
gkl
kl
kl
bpl
dtr
bpr
pr
ew
kw
kw

NIANWA
=}
U5
3517
nag
QN
AQu
qn
P |
AUAT
anilsn
] dy
W3l
Y
N4
V79
Y
1A

krungthep, Bangkok
khreum, reflection
khraw, time or occasion
glahng, middle

klook, frequent

kloom, to cover

plook, wake someone up
dontree, music

sokprok, dirty
proongnée, tomorrow
gwahng, wide

khuat, bottle

kweng, to turn slowly or

lie across

(Jame2001p.149
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Other Phonological Issues

- When speaking English, T| @
speakers often make errorsj =
related to: :

- Syllabic Stress

- Vowel Length

- Vowel Reduction

- Replacement of [r] by [l]

- Epenthesis of Glottal Stopq | |
Before Initial Vowels




