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áóêóăØã ð Thai  
·Language Family : Tai-Kadai 

·Tonal Language 

·SVO Language 

·Isolating Language  

· Alphabet  

·Based on Old Khmer 

·Devised in 1283 A.D.  

·44 Consonants (21 Phonemes) 

·15 Vowel Symbols 

·Written LĄR, No Spaces 
http://frontiers-of-anthropology.blogspot.com/2011/10/from-

neolithic-to-modern-times-in.html 
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Major Dialects 
·Central Thai 

·High Prestige 

·Medium of Education and Media 

·About 65m Speakers  

·Northeastern (Isaan) Dialect 

·Almost Identical to Lao 

·About 15m Speakers 

·Southern Dialect 

·About 5m Speakers 

·Northern (Lanna) Dialect 

·About 6m Speakers 

 

 

 

http://maps.nationmaster.com/country/th/1 
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Registers 
·Informal/Spoken 

·Formal/Written 

·Rhetorical  

·Religious (Pali, Sanskrit) 

·Royal (Khmer)  

 

 

·Function words, pronouns, and grammar vary from  

register to register.  

 



(Swan, 2001, p. 345) 

Pronunciation: Single Consonants 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·The shaded phonemes above 
occur in Thai. The unshaded 
phonemes are problematic.  

·The phonemic changes in the 
box to the right are often 
transferred into English.  (James, 2001, p. 153) 



Pronunciation: Consonant Clusters 

·Deletion 

·[l] and [r] are often dropped  

from initial consonant clusters.  

·Only the first phoneme of a  

final consonant cluster is  

pronounced.  

·Epenthesis 

·[a] is often added to split  

consonant clusters that do  

not occur in Thai.  

 

 

 

(James, 2001, p. 149) 



Other Phonological Issues 

·When speaking English, Thai  

speakers often make errors 

related to: 

·Syllabic Stress 

·Vowel Length 

·Vowel Reduction 

·Replacement of [r] by [l] 

·Epenthesis of Glottal Stops 

Before Initial Vowels 
http://listoftheday.blogspot.com/2011/05/effed-up-ronald-mcdonald-pics-of-day.html 

 


