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What is Urdu? 

Ē Urdu is an Indo-Aryan language spoken mainly in India and Pakistan. 
Listen to Urdu phrases 

Ē It is the national language of  Pakistan and one of  23 official languages 
of  India. It is also spoken in Afghanistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
Botswana, Fiji, Germany, Guyana, India, Malawi, Mauritius, Nepal, 
Norway, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Thailand, the UAE, 
the UK and Zambia. 

Ē Urdu has four recognized dialects, Dakhini , Pinjari, Rekhta, and 
Modern Vernacular Urdu. 

Ē Urdu is often contrasted with Hindi. The main differences between the 
two are their writing and vocabulary. Standard Urdu draws vocabulary 
more heavily from Persian and Arabic while Standard Hindi draws 
vocabulary from Sanskrit. 
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History of  Urdu 

Ē The word òUrduó is a Turkish word and it means òarmy 

or legion.ó  

Ē The old Urdu was the language of  the most powerful 

warrior tribes of  Central Asia who would invade, 

conquer, and occupy areas within easy reach from 1000 

CE to 1700 CE. Wherever these tribes went, they took 

their language which then absorbed local words and 

proverbs. 

Ē Modern Urdu has taken almost 900 years to develop to 

its present form. 



Urdu Writing  

Ē Urdu is written from 
right to left just like 
Arabic and Persian.  

Ē Urdu has 35 basic 
letters and a number 
of  supplementary 
signs. Most of  these 
letters are from 
Arabic and a small 
quantity from Persian. 

Ē Vowels in Urdu are 
represented by letters 
that are also 
considered 
consonants. 

(Ager, 1998) 



Challenges Urdu Speakers Face 

When Learning English 

SVO vs. SOV  Language 

  
ÍEnglish is classified as a Subject-Verb-Object 

language because subject, verb and object phrases 

in a sentence are present in this order. 

Í An example of English sentence is: 
 
 

 

ÍIn contrast, Urdu is a Subject-Object-Verb 

language.  

ÍAn example of an Urdu sentence is: 
 

Subject Verb Object 

I  write an essay 

Subject Object Verb 

Main (I)  aik mazmoon(essay)  likhta hon(write) 




