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Vietnamese  

 

Kimberly Lebrun-Steinberg 

TESL 539 

Language Acquisition & Learning 

 

http://www.chui101.com/Map.html 

 

http://www.chui101.com/Map.html


History of the  

Vietnamese Language  

http://www.youtube.com/v/tKaRTZIVkhY 

For information on Vietnamese language, start watching video at 2:35.  

Vietnamese belongs to the Sino-Tibetan, Tai, Mon-Khmer, 

Malayo-Poplynesian, & Austroasiatic language family  



 Alphabet & Pronunciation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listen to Pronunciation of Vietnamese Alphabet  

 
(Ager, 1998) 

http://www.seasite.niu.edu/Vietnamese/Guide_to_Pronunciation/alphabet/alphabet_system.htm


Tonal Language 

Vietnamese has 6 different tone 

marks  

Pronunciation of a different tone will 

change the total meaning of the word 

(Ager, 1998) 



Regional Varieties  

Three main regional varieties  

Northern, Central, & Southern  

Regional varieties do not cause a significant 

interference in communication 

Central Vietnamese has the most striking 

differences ï lowest degree of comprehensibility  

Common differences between the regional 

varieties  

Phonological differences  

Non-basic content vocabulary 

http://www.vietnamprivatetours.com/vietnam-travel-

guide/vietnam-overview/vietnam-information/ 

 


